Sub Theme: Inclusive and Equitable Water Governance.
Topic: TF2-Water Governance Principles: Indicators, Audit and Standards

[bookmark: _GoBack]Background:
Water governance system framework needs to ensure effectiveness, efficiency, and equity. Key indicator of water governance include input indicators, process indicators, and accountability and outcome Indicators. Further, standards provide guidelines for quality, environmental management, and specific water services. However, these aspects are generally treated qualitatively rather than quantitatively, making them difficult to monitor, benchmark, and enforce. The backbone of water governance is a reliable and sustainable robust data acquisition and its analysis system. A dedicated institutional mechanism for data base management is prerequisite for a sustainable water sector policy formulation and its implementation. Cutting end technologies like remote sensing, satellite imageries, GIS, AI/ML work handy compared with traditional methods of field-based physical observations and its analysis. 

Objective:
· Develop a common understanding of water governance principles relevant to water resources sector its indicators and performance assessment.
· Explore the role of water accounting and auditing as key governance tools 
· Explore the application of emerging technologies, including remote sensing, advanced analytics, and digital platforms, in performance assessment of water system and water accounting.
· Discuss the need for standards and benchmarks for water resources governance including project operation, maintenance, data management, and decision-making processes.
· Identify pathways to integrate indicators, audits, and standards into existing institutional and regulatory frameworks.

Expected Outcome:
· Enhanced appreciation of performance assessment, water accounting, auditing, and benchmarking as governance tools 
· Policy-relevant recommendations and actionable inputs for strengthening operation and maintenance of water resources projects
· Increased awareness of good practices and key lessons from Indian and international experiences in water governance and project management.
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